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THE PARISH OF SAINT JOSEPH
IGLESIA CATOLICA DE SAN JOSE

512 West Wainman Avenue
Asheboro, NC 27203
Phone: 336-629-0221 Fax: 336-629-6968
E-mail: stjoe@triad.rr.com
Website: www.stjoenc.org

Office Hours:

Monday - Friday — 8:30am - 5:00pm

N ]

December 25, 2011

Parish Staff
Fr. Philip Kollithanath, Pastor — Email: frphilipk@triad.rr.com

Mrs. Sue Donnelly, Coordinator of Religious Education

Mrs. Tamara Hill, Music Coordinator

Mrs. Bernadette Such, Parish Secretary ~ Mr. Jeff Hill, Pastoral Council Chairperson
Sra. Maricruz Palma, Hispanic Council Representative Mr. Tom Howard, Building Committee Chairperson

Mass Schedule/ Horario de Misas
Saturday/Sdbado  4:00pm in English, 6:00pm en Espaiiol
Sunday/Domingo 8:30am, 11:15am in English

1:00pm en Espafiol

Daily Masses: Monday and Friday: 8:15am,
Wednesday: 6:00pm, Thursday: 12:15pm
Holy Days: 7:00pm Vigil / 8:15am,12:15pm /7:00pm (Espafiol)

Sacrament of Reconciliation/Para Confesarse
Saturday at 5:00pm / Wednesday at 5:30pm or by appointment

Eucharistic Adoration / Adoracion Eucharistica:

First Friday from 8:45am-12:00pm / Primer viernes de 8:45am-12:00pm

Puedean confesarselos sabados a los 5:30pm de la tarde o puede
llamar al Parrocco, el Padre Philip por cita especial.
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WELCOME TO VISITORS AND NEW MEMBERS OF THE PARISH:
You are welcome to worship with us at any time. If you are new to the Randolph
County area, may we invite you to register as a member of the parish?
Registration forms are available in the parking lot vestibule or by calling the
office.

THE CELEBRATION OF INFANT BAPTISM: Baptism is an important
celebration in the community. It requires a time for parents (and sponsors, if
available) to be prepared. This can even be done before a child is born.
Baptismal preparation is done with Jason Kroeger. To schedule an appointment,
please call 521-4364.

ORDER OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION: Children over age six and all adults
who believe the Spirit of God is moving them to Baptism, Confirmation and the
reception of the Eucharist participate in a process that moves through the year
and culminates at the Easter Vigil each year. Contact the church office for details
of this process and to enroll in the precatechumenate or candidate programs.

CHRISTIAN MARRIAGE: Because of the important sign of God's love
Catholics believe a married couple to be, a time of preparation and reflection is
an important first step for couples wanting to marry. The parish requires that a
six month advance notice be given so that appropriate paperwork and
preparation can be undertaken. Contact the church office for an initial
appointment to begin this process.

VISITATION OF THE SICK AND HOMEBOUND: We want to stay
connected to those who may not be able to join us regularly for the Eucharist.
Arrangements can be made for a lay minister to visit and for the Sacrament of
the Sick to be administered by the pastor. Call the church office to make these
arrangements.

FAITH FORMATION: The parish offers Kindergarten through grade 5
formation in English on Sunday mornings at 9:30am until 10:45am. Classes in
Spanish are held on Sundays from 2:30pm until 3:45pm. All Confirmation
classes are on Sunday evenings from 4:00pm until 5:15pm. The parish youth
group meets on Sundays at 5:30pm.

BIENVENIDA A VICITANTES Y NUEVOS MIEMBROS DE LA
PARROQUIA: Usted esta bienvenido a nuestro culto todo el tiempo. Si es usted
nuevo en el condado de Randolph, lo podemos invitar a registrarse y formar parte
de nuestra parroquia. Las formas para registrarse estan disponibles en el estante
de los panfletos o llamando a la iglesia.

LA CELEBRACION DEL BAUTISMO INFANTIL: El bautismo es una
importante celebracion en la comunidad. Esto requiere el tiempo de los padres (y
padrinos, si disponible) para ser preparados. Estd se puede hacer antes del
nacimiento del nifio. Nuestro programa de preparacion es ofrecido el segundo de
cada mes ANTES DE LA Misa a la una. Los bautismos son celebrados en
sabado a 2:00pm, excepto en la estacion cuaresmal. Para registrarse para los
programas de preparacion, contacte Julia Rodriguez 336-381-2921.

ORDEN DE INICIACION CRISTIANA: Nifios mayores de sies afios y todo
adulto que cree que el espiritu de Dios los esta moviendo al bautismo,
confirmacioén y a la recepcion de la Eucaristia deben participar en un proceso
que se mueve durante el afio y culmina con la vigilia pascual cada afio. Contacte
la oficina parroquial para mas detalles de este proceso y la inscripcion en el
precatecumenico o candidato a los programas.

MATRIMONIOS CRISTIANOS: Porque el importante signo del amor de
Dios por las parejas de matrimonios catdlicos creyentes, un tiempo de
preparacion y reflexion es un importante primer paso para las parejas que
quieran casarse. La parroquia requiere que se debe hacer con seis meses de
anticipacion el proceso de preparacion de las formas y clases que deben tomar.
Contacte la oficina parroquial para hacer el acuerdo inicial para comenzar el
proceso.

VICITACION A ENFERMOS EN EL HOGAR: Nosotros queremos estar
conectados con quienes no pueden disponer de nuestro servicio de la Eucaristia
regularmente. La orden se puede hacer por un ministro para vicitar y llevar los
sacramentos de uncion a los enfermos administrados por el pastor. Llamar a la
oficina parroquial para hacer el acuerdo.

FORMACION DE FE: La parroquia ofrece clases de formacion a kindergarten
hasta 5 grado, los domingos en la mafiana a las 9:30am (ingles). Las clases en
espafiol se ofreceran los domingos a las 2:30pm. Las clases de Confirmacion se
ofreceran los domingos a las 4:00pm. La parroquia retne los jovenes los
domingos a las 5:30pm y los jovenes hispafios los miércoles a las 7:00pm.
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The Nativity of the Lord
December 25, 2011
The light shines in the darkness,

and the darkness has not overcome it.
—John 1:5
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Remember in your prayers our parishioners suffering from
illness, Flora Smith, Corbin Wilburn, Dot McCleary,
Ramona Shepard, Doris Blase, Rosemary Schneider, Larry
Thornburg, Teresa Allen, Lillian Hazelwood, Linda
Kelleher, and those at their homes, Sherry LaFrance, Joyce
Galloway, and nursing centers, Jeanne Ward, Betty Nichols,
Lee Bimbo, Moises Morales. Also remember those
parishioners serving in the military, Brendon Harris, William
Ball, Samuel Lopez, Maximino LaRosa.

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION
An old joke asks, “What time is Midnight Mass?” The
answer is not really obvious, since Christmas is unique in
having several distinct celebrations. The readings and prayers
vary greatly from hour to hour. The Vigil Mass hinges on the
family heritage of Jesus and his origins. The concept of
“midnight” predates clock time, and really has to do with a
celebration in the hours of darkness. Years ago, it was not
possible to receive Communion without fasting for a full day,
so the late hour of this Mass made it possible for the people to
receive. The first Mass after sunrise, the Mass at Dawn, was
once known as “The Shepherds’ Mass,” and later Masses set
aside stories of Jesus’ birth to focus on the key to the day’s
celebration: John the Evangelist’s majestic theology of Christ’s
identity as the Word made flesh, dwelling among us. One feast,
four separate Masses. Only monasteries manage the whole
round. Parishioners typically take just one entry point into the
mystery. Yet there is much to savor and celebrate in the coming
of Christ into the world. Christmas is not a day, but a season.
You still have two weeks to send those Christmas cards before

you’re officially late!
—James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

MERRY CHRISTMAS

© 1. S. Paluch Co., Inc.

Saturday, sabado, 12-24-2011

4:00PM ¥ William Haggard by James & Michele Smith
5:00PM  Reconciliation / Reconciliacion

8:00PM  For the parishioners of St. Josephs

12:00AM 1 Cassandra Fiscal

Sunday, domingo, 12-25-2011
10:00 AM i Jack Smith
1:00 PM v Kay & Pius Miles

Monday, lunes, 12-26-2011
NO MASS / OFFICE CLOSED
7:00PM  Grupo Carismatico

Tuesday, martes, 12-27-2011
1:00 PM Rosary Prayer Group
1:45 PM Carismatic Group
7:00 PM  Coro

Wednesday, miércoles, 12-28-2011
5:30 PM Confessions/ Confesiones
6:00PM 1 George Kambach
7:00 PM Grupo Jovenil

Thursday, jueves, 12-29-2011
12:15PM Intentions of Brandon Byers by Doris Blase
7:00PM  Coro

Friday, viernes, 12-30-2011
8:15 AM 1 Lorene Klepacki by Arlene Hayler

Saturday, sabado, 12-31-2011

4:00PM T George Reis

5:00PM  Reconciliation / Reconciliacion
6:00PM 1 Mary Jane Goine

Sunday, domingo, 1-1-2012

8:30 AM T Eileen Miele by Patricia Miele
11:15 AM ¥ Tom Ernenwein

1:00 PM  Por los parroquianos de San Jose

THE STAFF OF ST. JOSEPH’S
WISHES EVERYONE A

SAFE AND BLESSED CHRISTMAS'!
Fr. Philip, Bernadette, Sue, Tamara

MASS BOOK

Do you wish to have a Mass said on a special day in 2012? The
2012 Mass calendar is now available for anyone who wishes a
particular date. All Masses are booked on a first come basis, so
contact the office as soon as possible.
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THE GIFT OF GOD’S WORD

On this day of gifts and gift-giving, it seems appropri-
ate that we take a moment to reflect on the great gift of God’s
Word. Because it is creative, God’s Word always points to its
author, always calls us to respond. Because it is powerful,
God’s Word can link the sublime with the ridiculous, the tran-
scendent with the immanent, the divine with the human. Be-
cause it is graceful, God’s Word establishes a relationship of
deep intimacy between us and God.

At the heart of God’s Word lies a tantalizing tension
between the mysterious and the mundane. In our liturgical cele-
bration, this unresolved tension both reveals the meaning of life
for us and calls us to respond, to act upon that meaning.

Once accepted and opened, the gift of God’s Word is a
gift that keeps on giving and keeps on calling us to give in re-
turn. It dares us to be like the gift-giver and to become gifts for

others, not only at Christmas, but at every moment of life.
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

God gave us the greatest gift of love when He
sent His son to redeem us. He asks us to love
one another as He loves us. Take the time to
grow deeper in love with God, your spouse
% and your family at a Worldwide Marriage
} Encounter Weekend. The next Worldwide
Marriage Encounter Weekends are Feb 3-
5, 2012 in Charlotte, NC and Apr 27-29,
2012 in Greensboro, NC. Early registration is highly recom-
mended. For more information visit our website at: http://
NCMarriageDiscovery.org or contact William & Elizabeth
Nickles at applications@NCMarriageDiscovery.org  or 704-
469-38066.

TODAY’S READINGS

First Reading — All the ends of the earth will behold the sal-
vation of our God (Isaiah 52:7-10).

Psalm — All the ends of the earth have seen the saving power
of God (Psalm 98).

Second Reading — God has spoken to us through the Son, the
very imprint of God’s being (Hebrews 1:1-6).

Gospel — The Word became flesh; from his fullness we have
all received grace (John 1:1-18 [1-5, 9-14]).

The English translation of the Psalm Responses from the Lectionary for Mass © 1969,
1981, 1997, International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights
reserved.

Mark your calendars! Our next blood drive will

be held on Monday, January 16th, the Martin

Luther King Holiday, from 2:30 until 6:00pm.

Anyone who donated in October will be eligible

to donate this time. Sign up sheets will be avail-
-— able after the first of the year.

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

The Knights of Columbus would like to thank everyone who
supported them in their Christmas Tree sales. They grossed
$604 in profit, which is divided equally between the Knights
and the Building Fund.

12-26  Pablo Arellano, Jessica Blackwell, Lilia Godinez
Jack Lucas, Dennis Otero, Angie Pincus, Betty Price,
Aracely Soto, Araceli Telles

Esmeralda Alejo, Josselyn Espinola

Inocenta Hernandez, Gerardo Herrera, Patricia Linin
Isabelle Maroney, Randall Perez, Rhonda Radford
Giovanny Arellano, Jesus Canuto, David Garcia,
Saturino Morales, Daniel Parra, Cecil Piansay,

Cesar Vazquez

Charles Lyon

Oscar Aguilar, Michele Bare, Silvstre Beiza,

Pam Cooper, Ruby Delgado, Brien Donnelly,

Nensi Krajan, Brandon Mancilla, Rosa Maya,
Evelyn Robles, Alejandro Silvo, Tai Tang, Hong Tang
Rocio Vences, Luis Zepeda

Clemente Gonzalez, Irma Rico, Sharon Smith

12-27
12-28

12-29

12-30
12-31

01-01

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday: Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59; Mt 10:17-22
Tuesday: 1 Jn 1:1-4; Jn 20:1a, 2-8
Wednesday: 1 Jn 1:5—2:2; Mt 2:13-18
Thursday: 1Jn2:3-11; Lk 2:22-35
Friday: Sir 3:2-7, 12-14 or Gn 15:1-6; 21:1-3; Col 3:12-21
[12-17] or Heb 11:8, 11-12, 17-19; Lk 2:22-40 [22, 39-40]
1Jn2:18-21; Jn 1:1-18

Saturday:
Sunday: Nm 6:22-27; Ps 67; Gal 4:4-7; Lk 2:16-21

The beginning of the Liturgical Year helps us live anew the
expectation of God who took flesh in the womb of the Virgin
Mary, God who makes himself little, who becomes a child; it
speaks to us of the coming of a God who is close, who chose to
experience human life from the beginning in order to save it
totally, in its fullness. And so the mystery of the Lord’s Incar-
nation and the beginning of human life are closely and harmo-
niously connected and in tune with each other in the one saving
plan of God, the Lord of the life of each and everyone.

Pope Benedict XVI, Nov. 27, 2010

MARCH FOR LIFE

i IN RALEIGH
'\\W/\\WM' 9775~ The High School and Middle School
Youth will be taking part in the annual
“March for Life” in Raleigh on Saturday,
January 14th. Drivers will be needed. If
you can volunteer to drive or chaperone
please contact Tamara at the office.

S0
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LITURGICAL MINISTRIES

For Sunday, January 1, 2012

SUNDAY 8:30 AM

Acolytes: H. Sloyan, K. Reed, J. Otranto

Reader: M. Reed, B. Parker

Eucharistic: K. Riley, R. DelMastro, F. Stark, K. Bryant
M. Hornyak

Hospitality: A. Holyfield, R. Stark, D. Higgins

SUNDAY 11:15 AM

Acolytes: D. Beitzel, D. Trinh, K. Fogleman

Reader: T. Murphy, K. Price

Eucharistic: J. Parks, J. Feldmann, Ch. Swanson,
T. Thornburg, S. Ridgill

Hospitality: M. Brown, D. Troup, K. Fogleman

VOCATION VIEWS

A child is born for us; a son is given to us. Are we willing to
proclaim the tidings of great joy to our world? ( Isaiah 9:1-6)

ng a lrue
Catholic Man

SECOND ANNUAL CHARLOTTE CATHOLIC MEN'S CONFERENCE

Sons, Fathers, Husbands, Brothers, Men! Join us for the 2nd
Annual Catholic Men’s Conference, Being a True Catholic
Man. The conference will be on Saturday, February 18, 2012 at
St. Matthew Catholic Church in Charlotte from 8:00am to
4:30pm. Mass will be celebrated by Most Reverend Bishop
Peter J. Jugis, and a dynamic line-up of speakers is scheduled,
including Jesse Romero, nationally reknown speaker,
evangelist, kick boxer, and former police officer. Fr. James
Farfaglia, author of Man to Man, and Fr. Glenn Sudano of the
Franciscan Friars of the Renewal will speak as well. Advance
ticket price is $35 for adults, with discounts available for
seniors and students. Price includes breakfast and lunch. For
registration please visit our website at www.cltcmc.org or
contact Dan Trapani at daniel trapini@bellsouth.net.

e //
I\.I,IGIFT

The four stages of marriage are: Romance, Disillusionment,
Misery, and Awakening. Many marriages experience the first
three stages. Those that end in divorce never make it to the
fourth. Don’t give up! If your marriage is suffering, please
contact Retrouvaille. For confidential information or to register
for the next program beginning with a weekend on March 9 -
11, 2012 call 800-470-2230 or 434-793-0242 or visit the web
site at www.retrouvaille.org.

CAUSE FOR CELEBRATION

Let’s do something rather daring. Imagine, if you will,
this day without carols, no child in the manger, no Christmas
trees, presents, or fine, big meal. How would you celebrate? For
the first three hundred years after Jesus’ time Christian commu-
nities did little to mark the occasion of Jesus’ birth, although
commemoration of Jesus’ death and resurrection were given
great prominence. It was relatively easy to ascribe a date to
Easter, because it happened at the time of the Jewish Passover.
However, the scriptures are silent about the date of Jesus’ birth.
After the Roman Empire stopped persecuting Christians, the
church was free to add celebrations to its official calendar and
finally settled on December 25 for Christmas. No one knows
exactly why this date was chosen. Christmas became a more
elaborate festival during the Middle Ages, but with the rise of
Protestantism in England and Germany, the feast was sup-
pressed. Puritans who came to America did not celebrate
Christmas, calling it pagan and popish. Only in the nineteenth
century, especially after Charles Dickens published his runaway
best-seller A Christmas Carol, did people begin to observe
Christmas again, but often more as a family festival than a reli-
gious event. In one of today’s readings, Saint Paul tells us what
is at the heart of this day: “When the kindness and generous
love of God our savior appeared, not because of any righteous
deeds we had done but because of his mercy, he saved us
through the bath of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit,
whom he richly poured out on us through Jesus Christ our sav-
ior, so we might be justified by his grace and become heirs in
hope of eternal life” (Titus 3:4—7). Now that is really something

to celebrate!
Copyright © 2011, World Library Publications. All rights reserved.

STEWARDSHIIP

God gave us His only Son. What gifts do you give back to God
for all He has given to you?

MARCH FOR LIFE

6th Annual MARCH FOR LIFE Charlotte! Jan. 13, 2012
The day will begin with a Mass for the Unborn at 9:00am at St.
Peter 's Catholic Church in uptown Charlotte offered by a priest
from the Missionaries of the Poor. At 11:00am we will start to
gather at the Catholic Diocese at 1123 S. Church St. Charlotte,
NC . There may be some parking available at the parking lot ,
but please expect to find parking on your own uptown if neces-
sary. At 12:00pm we will march to Trade and Tryon where a
priest from the M.O.P. will preach. Then march to the court
house at 401 W. Trade St. where we will pray a Rosary and
Chaplet of Divine Mercy. Please join others to march and pray
for an end to abortion and save babies lives! See schedule de-
tails at www.marchforlifecharlotte.org

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES
Sunday: The Nativity of the Lord (Christmas)

Monday: St. Stephen

Tuesday: St. John

Wednesday: The Holy Innocents

Thursday: St. Thomas Becket

Friday: The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph
Saturday: St. Sylvester [
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EL DON DE LA PALABRA DE DIOS

En este dia de recibir y dar regalos, parece
apropiado que tomemos un momento para reflexionar sobre
el gran don de la Palabra de Dios. La Palabra de Dios es
creativa y por eso siempre apunta a su autor, siempre nos
llama a responder. La Palabra de Dios es poderosa y puede
enlazar lo sublime con lo ridiculo, lo trascendente con lo
inmanente, lo divino con lo humano. La Palabra de Dios es
llena de gracia, establece una relacion de intimidad profunda
entre nosotros y Dios.

En el corazén de la Palabra de Dios yace una
tension seductora entre lo misterioso y lo mundano. En
nuestra celebracion litirgica, esta tensidn sin resolucion
revela el significado de la vida para nosotros y también nos
llama a responder para actuar segun ese significado.

Una vez que la aceptamos y la abrimos, el don de la
Palabra de Dios es un regalo que sigue dando y sigue
llaméandonos a dar a cambio. Nos reta a ser como el dador de
regalos y a convertirse en regalos para los demas, no solo en

Navidad, sino en cada momento de la vida.
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.
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1n Salvador
ha nacido
para ti

LECTURAS DE HOY

Primera lectura — Todos a una gritan alborozados. Verd la
tierra entera la salvacion que viene de nuestro Dios (Isaias
52:7-10).

Salmo — Los confines de la tierra han contemplado la
victoria de nuestro Dios (Salmo 98 [97]).

Segunda lectura — Dios nos ha hablado por medio de su
Hijo, la imagen fiel de su ser (Hebreos 1:1-6).

Evangelio — EI Verbo se hizo carne; y todos recibimos de
El en una sucesion de gracias sin niamero (Juan 1:1-18 [1-5,
9-14].

AMOR

Los que nunca amaron antes,
que amen ahora:
Los que siempre han amado,

Que amen ain mas.
—Ano6nimo

SAN ESTEBAN

©1.S. Paluch Co., Inc.

LOS SANTOS Y OTRAS CELEBRACIONES
Domingo: La Natividad del Sefior
Lunes: San Esteban
Martes: San Juan
Miércoles: Los Santos Inocentes
Jueves: Santo Tomas Becket
Viernes: La Sagrada Familia de Jesus, Maria y José
Sabado: San Silvestre 1

LECTURAS DE LA SEMANA
Lunes: Hch 6:8-10; 7:54-59; Mt 10:17-22
Martes: 1 Jn 1:1-4; Jn 20:1a, 2-8
Miéreoles: 1Jn1:5—2:2; Mt 2:13-18
Jueves: 11JIn2:3-11; L¢ 2:22-35
Viernes:Eclo 3:2-7, 12-14 0 Gn 15:1-6; 21:1-3; Col 3:12-21
[12-17] o Heb 11:8, 11-12, 17-19; Lc 2:22-40 [22, 39-40]
Sabado: 1 Jn2:18-21; Jn 1:1-18
Domingo: Nm 6:22-27; Sal 67 (66); Gal 4:4-7; Lc 2:16-21

TIEMIPO, TALENTO Y TESORO

Los pastores que escucharon la buena nueva de los angeles
en esa primera noche de Navidad, y luego se apresuraron
para encontrar al nifio Salvador, seguramente fueron
cambiados por esa experiencia. (Como ha cambiado mi
vida Su venida?

Padre Pancho
: ‘\in’

2002 World Likrary Publicalions, a division of J. 5. Paluch Ca., Inc.
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"¢ Qué no vas a tomar el papel de Maria
en el drama navidefio? Espera ... espera ...
déjame adivinar otra vez."

“You’re not playing Mary in the Christmas pageant?
Wait..wait... give me two more guesses!”
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TRADICIONES DE NUESTRA FE

Ademas de conmemorar la llegada del Nifio Dios, la
Navidad en Latinoamérica es un acontecimiento hecho en
familia; una celebracion de reconciliacion. Todos anhelamos
la armonia en nuestras relaciones humanas, especialmente en
los dias festivos y nada arruina una buena fiesta como los
pleitos y los rencores. Por eso durante la época navidefia
hagamos todo lo posible por corregir errores cometidos
durante el afio con amigos y parientes. Muchas veces estas
faltas son imposibles de arreglar, por lo cual Dios nos
aconseja el perdon y la reconciliacion.

Una parabola latinoamericana narra que la
“poinsettia,” o flor de pascua, con sus bellas hojas verdes y
rojas nace del regalo que un pobre chiquillo le hizo al nifio
Dios. Mientras otros le daban oro y joyas el muchachito no
tenia mas que una hierbita. Este don agrad6 al Nifio Dios
quien lo transformo en la flor de Navidad. El perdonar puede
ser amargo como una hierba, pero es el don que agrada mas
al Nifito Jesus quien lo transforma en reconciliacion. Al
buscar la reconciliacién imitemos al Dios recién nacido,

quien busca la armonia con la humanidad.
—Fray Gilberto Cavazos-Glz, OFM, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

v

El comienzo del Afio liturgico nos hace vivir nuevamente la
espera de Dios que se hace carne en el seno de la Viregen
Maria, de Dios que se hace pequerio, se hace nifio; nos
habla de la venida de un Dios cercano, que ha querido
recorrer la vida del hombre, desde los comienzos, y esto
para salvarla totalmente, en plenitud. Asi, el misterio de la
encarnacion del Serior y el inicio de la vida humana estan
intima y armonicamente conectados entre si dentro del
unico designio salvifico e Dios, Serior de la vida de todos y
de cada uno.

Papa Benedicto XVI, Homilia para Celebracién de las
Visperas para el Primer Domingo de Adviento, 27 de
noviembre de 2010.

ENCUENTRO
MATRIMONIAL MUNDIAL

(Estan buscando un fin de semana perfecto?
(Un fin de semana para acercarse mas?
J (Quieren aprender wuna técnica de
» @ comunicacion que le permita a cada pareja

explorar areas importantes de su relacion en
un espiritu de amor y comprension? Un fin de semana del es
exactamente lo que buscan. Se pueden escapar de las
distracciones de la vida cotidiana y concentrarse en su
matrimonio. El proximo fin de semana es Feb 3-5, 2012 en
Charlotte, NC. Para aplicar visite http://
ncmarriagediscovery.org/faqs-es.php o para maés
informacion ponganse en contacto con Diego y Claudia

Gonzalez: 704-698-1010 o Claudiagg@yvmail.com

DIGNO DE
CELEBRARSE

_ Hagamos algo bastante
' atrevido. Imaginémonos este dia
\Y sin villancicos, sin el Nifio en el
il pesebre, sin arboles de Navidad,
| sin regalos ni comida de Noche
§ Buena. ;Como celebrarias #i?
| En los primeros trescientos afios
"7 después de la época de Jests, las
comunidades cristianas no hacian casi nada para recordar el
nacimiento de Jesus, aunque si le daban prominencia a la
conmemoracion de su muerte y resurreccion. Asignarle una
fecha a la Pascua era relativamente facil ya que sucedio
durante la Pascua judia. Sin embargo, las Escrituras guardan
silencio de la fecha del nacimiento de Jesus. Después que el
imperio romano dejé de perseguir a los cristianos la Iglesia
tuvo la libertad de celebrar las fiestas oficiales de su
calendario y finalmente decidi6 la fecha del 25 de diciembre
para celebrar la Navidad. Nadie puede precisar con exactitud
por qué se escogio tal fecha. La Navidad comenzo a ser una
fiesta mas elaborada durante la Edad Media, pero con el
surgimiento del protestantismo en Inglaterra y Alemania, la
fiesta fue suprimida. Los puritanos que llegaron a América
no celebraban la Navidad, pues decian que era algo pagano y
papista. Solo en el siglo diecinueve, sobre todo después de
que Charles Dickens publicé su libro A Christmas Carol (Un
cuento de Navidad, 1843) que lleg6 rapidamente a ser un
éxito editorial, fue que se empez6 a celebrar de nuevo la
Navidad en los Estados Unidos; sin embargo, era mas un
acontecimiento familiar que religioso. En una de las lecturas
de hoy san Pablo nos habla del punto principal de este dia:
“Al manifestarse la bondad de Dios, nuestro Salvador, y su
amor a los hombres, ¢l nos salvd, no porque nosotros
hubiéramos hecho algo digno de merecerlo, sino por su
misericordia. Lo hizo mediante el bautismo, que nos
regenera y nos renueva, por la accion del Espiritu Santo, a
quien Dios derram¢6 abundantemente sobre nosotros, por
Cristo, nuestro Salvador. Asi, justificados por su gracia, nos
convertiremos en herederos, cuando se realice la esperanza
de la vida eterna” (Tito 3:4-7). jEso si que es algo digno de

celebrarse!
Copyright © 2011, World Library Publications. All rights reserved.

VISTAS VOCACIONALES

Un nifio nos ha nacido, un hijo se nos ha dado. [Estamos
dispuestos a proclamar la noticia de gran alegria a nuesto
mundo? (Isaias 9:1-6)
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